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Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 


Photograph South Eastham 


Address: 73 Dyer Prince Road 

Historic Name: Higgins — Young House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1828 

Source: vital records, historic maps, censuses 

Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


View from NW. 
Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (ord ar top} Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, ca. 2000 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Wings added both ends 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 2.199 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18"- and 19"-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. The property backs up on a salt marsh, 
Rock Harbor Creek and the Orleans town line. 
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Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Higgins - Young House is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling that appears to have been built in at least three 
sections over the course of its history. The house is heavily screened from a street view and close access was not attempted, so 
this description is limited and speculative. The center section looks to have been erected in the first stage, probably by Ephraim 
Higgins and Deborah Perkins Young around the time they were married in 1828. It had a side-lobby or half-cape plan fronted by 
an entrance and two windows on the east; the entrance retains its original Federal-style doorway with a transom and architrave 
composed of pilasters, frieze and thin cornice. A chimney expected to be behind the entry has been removed. The plan would 
have had two rooms on the westerly side and one behind the chimney similar to the Davis &Alice Smith house across the street 
at 60 Dyer Prince Road (EAS.186). A second section, one-story with three windows on the front, one apparently originating as a 
door, was added to the easterly end of the house, perhaps around the time Ephraim Higgins deeded the house to his son, Orien, 
in 1858. A two-story wing was added to the westerly end much later. A complete interior inspection of construction features is 
needed to provide any further construction history. 


The house is sited in the northwest corner of the property's long road frontage. It is situated very close to the road with heavy 
foliate screening. A driveway enters west of the house and terminates at a large wood frame two-car garage of recent 
construction. Beyond a small yard in the rear of the house is a salt marsh bordering on Rock Harbor Creek and the Orleans town 
line. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

No deed has yet been found documenting the sale of what is now 73 Dyer Prince Road to Ephraim Higgins (1803-69), but there 
is no doubt that he owned the house in 1858, when he deeded it and two acres to his son Orien (1830-1910). The house 
probably dates to about 1828, when Ephraim Higgins, the son of Elkanah Higgins Jr. (1760-1816) and a sixth-generation 
descendant of immigrant Richard Higgins, married Deborah Perkins Young (1809-77), the daughter of Jonathan and Susanna 
Young of Orleans. 


The 1830 census lists Ephraim Higgins and his wife in their own household in this part of Eastham, and in 1840 this household is 
listed between that of Davis Smith at 60 Dyer Prince Road (EAS.186) and Prince Smith Harding at 220 Bridge Road (Eas.56). 
He was a mariner, and he and his wife had three children—Orien, born in 1830, Betsey F., in 1832, and Mary K., in 1835. In 
1852 daughter Betsey married Truro master mariner James Prince, and in 1853 son Orien, also a mariner, married Eliza J. 
Smith of Orleans. The 1855 census shows Ephraim and Deborah Higgins in the household with youngest daughter Mary K., who 
married Brewster mariner Isaiah Robbins in 1857. In 1858 Ephraim deeded the two-acre home lot with its house and other 
buildings to son Orien, and he died in 1869 in Brewster.’ His widow was living in Brewster in 1870 and died in Eastham in 1877. 


In the 1860 census Orien Higgins is described as a mariner with $400 in real property, and he and his wife had two sons, Joshua 
and Herbert, and a daughter Mary. By 1870, when Higgins had turned to fishing, he and his wife had three more children—Orien 
W., Edward A., and Eliza D. Two more children, lone E. and Ephraim Willis, were born by the time of the 1880 census, when all 
eight children were still in their parents’ household. Son Joshua, then twenty-five years old, was a fisherman like his father; 
Herbert, then sixteen, was a store clerk, and Edward and Orien Jr., fourteen and twelve years old respectively, were farm 
workers. by 1900 all but son Ephraim Willis had left their parents’ household. 


Orien Higgins died in February 1910, and by the time the census was compiled his widow had moved to Orleans to live with her 
son Joshua and his family; she died in Orleans in 1916. In November 1910 the administrator of his estate, neighbor James B. 
Steele, sold 73 Dyer Prince Road to his wife Lena S. Steele, who sold it the next year to Harry Edson Young.” Born in Chatham 
in 1885, Harry E. Young was a fisherman in 1905 when he married Blanche May Robinson, a native of Yarmouth, and in 1910 


1 Ephraim Higgins, Brewster, to Orien Higgins, 18 January 1858, BCD 65:163. 
2 James B. Steele, administrator estate Orien Higgins, to Lena S. Steele, 1 November 1910, BCD 306:472; Lena S. Steele to Harry E. Young, 
24 April 1911, BCD 310:195. See Yarmouth Register, 6 May 1911, 8, which noted that Steels had sold the “Oren Higgins place” to Harry 
Young of South Chatham. 
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they two were living in Chatham in his parents’ household. The couple probably moved to 73 Dyer Prince Road shortly after the 
1910 purchase. In 1913 Young deed the property to his wife.? In 1920 the census listed the couple on Dyer Prince Road with a 
young niece, Mildred Cahoon, who was no longer part of the household in 1930. In 1940 he had his life had taken in a four-year- 
old “unpaid lodger.” 


Harry Young died in 1956 and his wife by June 1970. At that time, the administrator of her estate sold 73 Dyer Prince Road to 
Valhalla Construction Company, which sold it a month later to Georgia B. and Guy B. Carson of Providence, Rhode Island; they 
owned it until 1996. The property changed hands twice more until 2010, when Christopher R. and Susan Schultz Tapscott 
bought it; they placed it in trust in 2014.4 
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3 Harry E. Young to Blanche M. Young, 24 April 1913, BCD 324:250 


4 Mildred C. Booth, administrator estate Blanche Mae Young, to Valhalla Construction Co., 5 June 1970, BCD 1474:591; Valhalla Construction 
Co., Orleans, to Georgia B. Carson and Guy B. Carson, Providence RI, 6 July 1970, BCD 1479:181; Georgia B. Carson and Guy B. Carson, 
Providence RI, to Dawson L. Farber III and Lynn H. Farber, Brewster, 9 October 1996, BCD 1515:11178; Dawson L. Farber III and Lynn H. 
Farber, Orleans, to Philip L. and Tamara Schwartz, Ramsey NJ, 9 October 1986, BCD 10434:104; Philip L. and Tamara Schwartz, Ramsey 
NJ, to Christopher R. Tapscott and Susan Schultz Tapscott, 21 May 2010, BCD 24598:271; Christopher R. Tapscott and Susan Schultz 
Tapscott, Houston TX, to Christopher R. Tapscott and Susan Schultz Tapscott, trustees Dyer Prince 73 Nominee Realty Trust, 17 April 2014, 
BCD 28100:306. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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